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drive against all independent associations and institutions was
responsible for the decrees of 1925 granting to the O.X.D. the
title of Ente Parastatale (semi-State corporation), and thereby
giving it a status superior to that of all other institutions of the
same kind. Step by step all the other societies were either dis-
solved or brought into the framework of the O.N.D.; almost
every sport and cultural body of a popular character wanting to
survive had to apply for membership and affiliation to the new
organization. This, coupled with some financial advantages in
connexion with cinemas, theatres, and travel, immediately brought
it an immense number of members.
The aims set down for the O.N.D. by the Royal Decree of
i May 1925 were: (a) to promote a healthy and fruitful use of
free hours for intellectual and manual workers, setting up and
running institutions for the development of their physical,
intellectual and moral gifts; (&) to increase and co-ordinate such
institutions, giving them and their members all possible assis-
tance. The financial needs were met by a State contribution, and
various forms of help coming from the local authorities, and
public and private bodies, and by a very small fee paid by every
member.
The supervision and responsibility for the proper working of
the O.N.D. passed in 1927 into the hands of the Fascist Party
itself and a Commissary Extraordinary appointed by the Prime
Minister, Its later administration was governed by the Royal
Decree Law of 22 December 1931, partly modified in 1937.
According to these rules, the O.N.D. was put under the high
supervision of the Prime Minister, was presided over by the
Secretary of the Party, and was managed by a Director-General
with the help of two General Secretaries, Six central com-
mittees were entrusted with the planning and supervision of
(i) the organization of the local groups, (2) sports, (3) excursions,
(4) education and art, (5) assistance, and (6) financial adminis-
tration. A provincial Directory sat in the * county town9; tt was
controlled by the central authority and directed the activities of
all the local groups in the province through the channel of special
commissions corresponding approximately to the six central
committees. In each Commune there was a local directory
watching over the Dopolavaro comunale^ Dopolavoro aziendaK
(minor groups for the workers of big factories, mines, farms),
and affiliated associations.
The largest association to be absorbed by the O.N.D. was the
Italian Federation of Excursions, which was dissolved in 1935,
while the vast sports organization Comttato OSmplco Nazionale
ItaKano (C.O.N.I.) remained partly independent; its activities,